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TO THE 



INHABITANTS OF SOMERVILLE, 



IN COMMEMORATION OP THE SACRED INTERESTS AND HOPES 



WHICH GAVE OCCASION TO THIS 



ADDRESS, 



IT IS, WITH CHRISTIAN AFFECTION, INSCRIBED BY 



THE AUTHOR. 



ADDRESS. 



It becomes a Christian people, at all times and 
under all circumstances, to recognize a Divine 
Providence. How much more so, when begin- 
ning a work, the result of which is to be the 
manifestation, the outward token, of their faith in 
God, and of their obligations to him, as the Au- 
thor of their lives, the Source of all their blessings, 
and the Foundation of all their hopes, especially of 
those blessings and those hopes which concern 
them as a Christian people! 

We have assembled, my friends, in the spirit 
of that gospel, all whose benign and hallowing 
influences it has been our privilege to experience^ 
at least, if not to own and to bless, and, under 
a sense of our dependence upon God, and of our 
gratitude to him as our Father, and the God and 
Father of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, to 
set apart, by the solemniUes of prayer and praise, 
this area as sacred ground, and to present for his 
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blessing, and dedicate to him, the earliest labors 
of a work, which, when done, shall be a building, 
all whose proportions, in symmetry and beauty, 
shall render it a temple alike worthy of the name 
of God, and of the worship that is due to him. 

In making provision, as you now do, at this 
early period of your history as a distinct and sep- 
arate town, for the erection of a church, where 
you and your children and your children's chil- 
dren may worship the God of your fathers and 
their fathers, you do well. Upon becoming a 
distinct community, exercising independent civil 
rights and immunities, you found yourselves the 
inhabitants of a township within which there was 
not a single house of public worship; a circum- 
stance, I believe, without its parallel, in the nu- 
merous subdivisions, to which, for various reasons, 
but principally those which arise from increase of 
population and the spirit of enterprise, many of 
the New England towns have, in recent years, 
been subjected. In this respect, you were in a 
condition not dissimilar to that small but intrepid 
band of Christian pilgrims, who, in this Western 
world, laid the comer-stone of the temple of civil 
and religious liberty. They knew full well, that 
prosperity, in every relation of life, must have for 



its foundation deep religious principle, and they 
had no sooner erected the humble dwellings which 
sheltered their heads from the storms of a strange 
world, than they built the house of God. But 
with the exception of this single, though singular, 
particular, there is a wide difference between your 
condition and that of those who first planted the 
American church. What they sowed in tears you 
reap with joy. 

It has been said, that every action has its 
mission, either for good or evil, and that in the 
unceasing flow of events, in the order of Provi- 
dence, its influence will be felt in perfect harmony 
with the spirit which first gave it impulse. The 
truth of this sentiment, in connection with the 
fostering care which our Pilgrim ancestors felt and 
manifested for the institutions of learning and re- 
ligion, is forcibly brought to mmd by the scene 
presented to our view from this delightful and 
commanding eminence. It is not a picture, but 
an actual scene. And who, that takes into his 
mental vision the beautiful and wide-spread pros- 
pect, with the various emotions which the differ- 
ent objects are calculated to excite, all suggestive 
of a beneficent Providence, and, through the in- 
fluences of Christianity, of a proper regard for the 
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wants and weaknesses of humanity, nay, more, of 
that hope which extends beyond and above the 
marbled sepulchre and the gilded tomb, — who 
that looks upon the inspiring scene, here, speak- 
ing of peace and plenty, there, of sympathy and 
charity, there, of truth and wisdom, and from 
yonder consecrated hill, of faith and immortality, 
— who, I say, can resist the feelings of gratitude 
which he owes to God, and, through his benefi- 
cent smiles upon their exertions and labors, to the 
long line of the pious, the wise, and the good, from 
the days of the Pilgrim fathers to the present hap- 
py hour? 

In selecting this spot for the shrine of your reli- 
gious aflfections, let us hope that you cherish high 
conceptions of duty, and holy purposes of obe- 
dience. Let your improvement be as conspicu- 
ous as are your advantages. Every time you shall 
approach the altar which your hands shall have 
here raised, you will see outspread before you a 
book, from which you may learn many lessons pro- 
motive at once of wisdom and of happiness. The 
book of Nature, how diversified are its readings, 
and yet how diflFerent their meaning, as interpreted 
by minds sanctified or not by the power of religion ! 
He who looks at nature through an atmosphere 



purified by the bright rays of the Sun of Righte- 
ousness from the mists of passion and of preju- 
dice, of narrow views and selfish aims, has con- 
ceptions of truth and beauty worthy of an un- 
mortal mind. As often as you shaU look upon 
this varied landscape, and trace its outlines, marked 
by a hand of power and of love, may your minds 
be in sympathy with the scene, and yoqr hearts 
swell with generous emotions. Scenes of wide 
extent and beauty suggest alike expanded and 
expansive ideas of the character and providence 
of Grod ; and under such circumstances, our pow- 
ers and affections, if true to their own impulses, 
will have none other than elevated aims and an 
all-embracing charity. 

As often as you shall come up here in the 
name of Him who went about doing good, your 
eyes will rest with delight upon yonder institution,* 
which Christianity has been the means of foundl- 
ing, testifying alike to its spirit and its power. 
And if you have, indeed, been baptized into the 
spirit of Christ, you will raise the fervent prayer, 
and, according to yoqr ability, extend the gener- 
ous hand, in behalf and for the benefit of every 
asylum of suffering and bereaved humanity. 

* The McLean Asylum. 
2 
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Knowledge is essential .to virtue, and virtue to 
the existence of civil liberty. To the power and 
influence of this sentiment are we indebted for 
our colleges, academies, and seminaries of learn- 
ing. And every time, my friends, you shall ascend 
this hill, henceforth to be sacred to your religious 
affections, you will be grateful for the influences 
which prompted the estabUshment of our own 
seat of learning, whose turrets adorn the western 
view\ You will bless God that it was dedicated 
to Christ and the church, and that so many who 
have gone forth from its fostering care, by being 
the ministers of truth and the benefactors of their 
race, have done honor to themselves and to the 
cause of learning and religion. Let education, 
inasmuch as it is connected with refinement of 
manners, elevation of character, purity and dignity 
of thought, be united in your regards with all the 
hallowed associations belonging to the temple which 
shall be built on this foundation. 

And yet another scene, resting darkly on yon 
horizon, the consecrated place of graves.* The 
lessons which shall be taught by that scene, as 
often as it shall meet your eyes from this haUowed 
spot, need be no other than those that shall give 

* Mount Auburn. 



11 

efficacy to the lessons which the spirit of hope, that 
hope which religion inspires and blesses, shall teach 
you here. How beautiful is the spirit of Christian- 
ity! It dispels all fears, nay, more, it subdues, it 
haUows, it uplifts the affections of the soul, removing 
even from the home of the dead its gloom, and 
making it a place of thoughtful, of heavenly aspi- 
rations. 

But it is time that your attention should be 

directed to the particular object that has called 
us together. This comer-stone, what principles 
actuate, what hopes excite you in laying it ? You 
enter upon this w^ork prompted by your regard for 
the gospel, your confidence in the efficacy of its 
institutions, and your own need of their salutary 
influence. You would that the consecrated walls 
which shall here be raised should resound with no 
other prayers and praises, should witness no other 
counsels or rites, than such as shall be in perfect 
accordance with the simple, the pure, the fervent, 
the earnest spirit of Christianity. You begin this 
house, to be the house of Grod, with high thoughts 
and enlarged affections; for only such are befitting 
the holy work in its progress and end. You enter 
upon this Undertaking with the settled conviction, 
that it is not possible for the human mind to stay 
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the progress or set limits to the boundaries of truth, 
and in your religious sympathies and aflfections 
you would embrace the whole brotherhood of 
man. 

The structure which you propose here to erect, 
it is pleasant to know, will be in true harmony 
with its sacred pulpo^. It will not boast of the 
magnificence and splendor of the cathedrals and 
mmsters 6f an older and more luxurious age, but, 
in the jrfmpHcity, symmetry, and beauty of its pro- 
portions, it will speak, at least in a subdued tone, 
of the beauty and harmony which everywhere 
prevail in the great temple of Nature. Every age 
has distinguishing characteristics, indicative alike of 
its "resources and its tastes. Our age, owing to 
the combined influences of an uncontrollable ne- 
ces^ky and the power of habit, in its public and 
private exhibitions df architectural art, declares 
plainly enough, that it has hitherto been governed 
by principles of utility and convenience, and that 
mere outward adornment has had no place in its 
regards. I am happy to think that the severe sim- 
plicity of the past iis yielding to a spirit more in 
accordance with the requirements of a true refine- 
ment. There is a beauty in proportion, not the 
less valuable because less obvious, and I would that 
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in all our buildings this form of beauty especially 
should be regarded ; and a chastened adornment, 
always in place, and congruous with other cir- 
cumstances, would tend, it is not to be doubted, 
to give a refined and graceful direction both to 
the intellect and the manners. This tendency, 
inasmuch as it agrees with the sjwrit of the gos- 
pel, should never be violated in buildings designed 
for the worship of God, however humble in other 
respects they may be. The place which we have 
consecrated as the home of our religious affections 
should never, by the incongruity of its proportions 
or embellishments, do violence to the higher emo- 
tions of our souls. A propriety, suggesting rever- 
ential and solemn thoughts, thoughts in accordance 
with the true dignity and divine spirit of the 
gospel, should distinguish our sacred edifices. Let 
there be nothmg in them mdicative of mere display. 
Gorgeou^ess, how inappropriate it is in our 
thoughts, in connection with holy slkars and hum- 
ble offerings ! Let there be every tfiing in our 
houses of worship meet and consistent, noble and 
beautiful in greatness, harmonizing with all, in 
feeling and sentiment, that elevates and refines. 

The building which your piety ^hall here erect, 
in proportion to its magnitude, will correspond to 
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these sentiments. The site itself, as has already 
been remarked, will suggest no other thoughts 
than those which will be m harmony with the 
holy purpose of the structure. And the structure, 
with its beautiful front and tall spire, will be an 
object alike honorable to you as Christians, and 
giving to the landscape viewed from the distance 
a new interest. Let its walls rise under the aus- 
pices of a smiling Providence. Let there be no 
associations with them but those which shall ex- 
cite the most grateful emotions. And when the 
work shall be accomplished, may it be so truly, 
so spiritually, dedicated to the Father of an infinite 
majesty and an unbounded mercy, as that it shall 
be to you and your children, and your children's 
children, none other than the house of God and 
the gate of heaven. 

I congratulate you, my friends, on all the happy 
circumstances which have preceded, and on all the 
hopes which attend this hour. You have felt your 
wants as Christians, and in the spirit of Christianity 
you have done what you could to supply them. 
The generous friends who have manifested their 
earnest sympathy in this your undertaking, the 
liberal donors of this beautiful spot of ground, set 
apart henceforth from ordmary uses, and conse* 
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crated to things divine, will ever, I doubt not, 
be held by you in grateful remembrance. 

Personally, I thank you for the Christian regards 
you have extended towards me, and the feelings 
of interest and affection you have allowed me to 
cherish for you and yours, during the short period 
that has witnessed our communion and worship as 
the children of a common Father, and heirs, through 
Christ, of an everlasting hope.* And I bless God, 
that, in his providence, and by your kind permis- 
sion, it has been given me to offer the sentiments 
and congratulations appropriate to this occasion. 

May the gracious Father, when the hopes of this 
hour shall be consummated, give you a pastor whose 
heart shall be true alike to the sentiments and af- 
fections of the gospel, — one who shall be anxious 
to receive the truth and to impart the truth in all 
its spirituality and power, — one who shall be in 
loving and trusting subjection to the spirit of piety 
and philanthropy. May the words of such an one, 
and of none other, living and breathing in the in- 
spirations and aspirations of Christianity, be heard 
within the walls which shall here be raised. 

* A congregation for public worship was first gathered in a small 
" upper room," on the I7th of March, 1844 ; since which time the 
services of the Sabbath have been regularly performed. 



16 

We have laid this comer- stone, and in firmness 
it rests, an index of our faith. It is probably in 
the order of Providence, that we, and generations 
yet to come, shall have passed away, ere it shall 
be removed from its resting-place. But though 
we and it should be removed, the faith, in the 
exercise of which it has been laid, is immovable. 
That shall never pass away. It is enshrined in 
that temple whose builder and maker is Grod. 
Through the power of a true faith giving spiritu- 
ality to your religious affections and hopes, from 
becoming worshippers in the sacred fane which 
your hands shall have here reared, may you be- 
come worshippers in that house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens. 



From the Christian Register of Oct. 5, 1844. 

The ceremony at the laying of the comer-stone of the 
edifice now in process of erection by the First Congregational 
Society in Somerville took place last Saturday afternoon. A 
large number of people weis present, chiefly of those who have 
residences in the immediate neighbourhood. The building is 
to stand upon a high stone basement, covered on the front by 
the steps. A delicate and well proportioned spire will rise to 
the height of one hundred and fifty feet. The front of the 
church will be very beautiful, relieved by architectural projec- 
tions, by heavy mouldings, and by fluted columns. 



ORDER OF EXERCISES 

AT THE 

LAYING OF THE CORNER-STONE 

OF THE 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH IN SOMERVILLE, 

September 28, 1844. 



PRAYER, BY REV. H. LAMBERT, OF EAST CAMBRIDGE. 

SELECTIONS FROM SCRIPTURE, BY REV. WM. NEWELL, OF 

CAMBRIDGE. 

HYMN. 

This stone to thee in faith we lay, 
We build the temple, Lord, to thee ; 

Thine eye be open, night and day, 
To guard this house and sanctuary. 

3 
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Here, when thy people seek thy face, 

And dying sinners pray to live, 
Hear thou in heaven, thy dwelling-place. 

And, when thoa hearest, O, forgive ! 

Here, when thy messengers proclaim 

The blessed gospel of thy Son, 
Still, by the power of his great name, 

Be mighty signs and wonders done. 

Hosanna ! to their Heavenly King 

When children's voices raise that song, 

Hosanna ! let their angels sing, 

And heaven with earth the strain prolong. 

fiut will, indeed, Jehovah deign 

Here to abide, no transient guest P 
Here will the world's Redeemer reign, 

And here the Holy Spirit rest ? 

That glory never hence depart ! 

Tet choose not, Lord, this house alone ; 
Thy kingdom come to every heart, 

In every bosom fix thy throne. 

READING OF THE INSCRIPTION ON THE PLATE, AND REMARKS, 
BY REV. G. E. ELLIS, OF CHARLESTOWN. 

ADDRESS, BY REV. R. M. HODGES, OF CAMBRIDGE. 

PRAYER, BY REV. G. E. ELLIS, OF CHARLESTOWN. 

HTMN. 

From all that dwell below the skies, 
Let the Creator's praise arise ; 
Let the Redeemer's name be sung. 
Through every land, by every tongue. 

Eternal are thy mercies. Lord ; 

Eternal truth attends thy word ; 

Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore. 

Till suns shall rise and set no more. 
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The leaden box deposited in a cavity of the corner-stone 
contains several papers and documents relating to Gharlestown 
and Somerville, their schools, churches, etc., together with the 
religious and secular journals of the week, and a silver plate. 



COPY OF THE INSCRIPTION ON THE SILVER PLATE 

DEPOSITED IN THE STONE. 



First Congregational Church, in Somerville, 

MASSACHUSETTS, 

Erected for the Worship of God the Father. 

^^Built upon the Foundation of the Apostles 

and Prophets, Jesus Christ himself being 

the chief Comer-stone,^^ 

The Tovm of Somerville was incorporated^ 

MARCH 3d, 1842. 

The First Religious Society was constituted^ 

AUGUST 22d, 1844. 
The Comer'Stone of this Church was laid with Religious 

Ceremonies, 

SEPTEMBER 28tb, 1844. 

Jacob Mudge and Ezra Sleeper , of Boston, 

Donors of the Land. 

Guy C. Hawkins, George O. Brastow, John W, MuUiken, 

Building Committee. 

Richard Bond, Architect, \ Louis C. Edgerly, Builder, 
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